Brussels, 20 March 2019

JOINT STATEMENT
Climate change and forest fires in Europe – Downward circle must be avoided!
On 24 February, Corsican firemen had to face an unprecedented: 1.500 ha of forest burnt in the middle
of the winter. This recent example gives credit to the latest report of the JRC1 which featured a clear trend
towards longer fire seasons, with fires now occurring well beyond the dry and hot summer months.
Forest fires are now an EU wide concern. In the Mediterranean region, fire is becoming deadlier, while in
Central and Northern Europe, unusually dry summers have recently led to large fires in countries such as
Sweden, Ireland and Latvia, which have historically seen very few.
Forest fires not only represent a serious danger for human beings and rural areas, environment and
biodiversity, but also a serious threat for climate change mitigation potential of forests. CO 2 in forests,
representing 13% of the net removals of EU’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions2, carbon storage in
wood products and the substitution of fossil material and energy play a crucial role for climate change
mitigation.
When forest fires occur, all those benefits are wiped out. Worst, it is estimated that forest fires could
release twice as much GHG emission every year as the overall European transport sector3,4, fastening the
climate change process. Such a downward circle must be avoided.
European forest owners and managers strongly believe that Sustainable Forest Management (SFM)
practices have an important role to play to foster the multiple benefits of forests, while improving their
resilience against forest fires, thus reducing their impact on climate change.
Managed forests often have lower tree density and lower accumulation of dead/dry biomass, which
makes them less prone to fire than unmanaged forests. Regular thinnings are also key for forest fire
prevention and can be economically attractive for forest owners and managers thanks to new developing
markets for small dimension roundwood and forest harvesting residues. These practices, in addition to
dully planned and implemented preparedness and prevention measures, contribute to positive long-term
impacts on forest resilience, while being adapted to local conditions of the European forest ecosystems.
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Ahead of the International Day of Forests, and as representatives of forest owners and managers, we
therefore, call for a clear and firm engagement from all relevant policy-makers and stakeholders at
national and European level to remain fully dedicated to further promote SFM and multifunctional role of
forests. We need to strengthen SFM practices as this will ensure adaptation of forest ecosystems to
changing climatic conditions and the delivery of the wide range of forest ecosystems services, including
contribution to climate change mitigation.

CEPF – Confederation of European Forest Owners
Copa and Cogeca – European Farmers and European Agri-cooperatives
ELO – European Landowners’ Organization
EUSTAFOR – European State Forest Association

For further information, please contact:
Confederation of European Forest Owners (CEPF)

European Farmers and European AgriCooperative
(Copa and Cogeca)

Hélène Koch
Policy Officer
Tel.: +32 (0) 493 96 43 62
helene.koch@cepf-eu.org

Oana Neagu
Director
Tel.: +32 (0) 2 287 27 26
Oana.Neagu@copa-cogeca.eu

European Landowners‘ Organization (ELO)

European State Forest Association (EUSTAFOR)

Ana Rocha
Senior Policy Officer
Tel.: +32 (0) 2 235 20 04
ana.rocha@elo.org

Piotr Borkowski
Executive Director
Tel.: +32 (0) 474 98 93 19
piotr.borkowski@eustafor.eu

